Report of meeting with Rouiri Quinn, T.D. – 28th January, 2010 in Dail Eireann.
Teresa McSweeney and Connie Carolan attended for PACCS.

Prior to the meeting Teresa McSweeney and Connie Carolan attended Minister’s question in the Dail.

The questions raised covered the following issues:-

· The number of school days lost due to the recent bad weather.

· The findings of the State audit into the assets of the eighteen Religious Teaching Orders

· Legislation to abolish the National University of Ireland

· Recognition of Educate Together as a patron for Post Primary Education provision

· Funding for Orchestral music projects in primary schools in Dublin 10 and Dublin 12

· The dispersal of ITC funds 
· The State’s complicity in the detention of women in the Magdalene Laundries
· Student Support Bill 2008

· Temporary Prefab accommodation

· English Language Supports

Following the Minister’s replies, discussion followed.

The questions were raised by members of the Opposition Parties.
At the meeting which followed PACCS raised aspects of the recent cutbacks. The position of PACCS in post primary education was also outlined regarding the number of schools represented, the size of the schools, intake and how we fit into NPCpp as a member with the other post primary bodies.

The structure regarding how our members are elected and who is eligible was also clarified.


Chemistry, Physics, Applied Maths, Economics, Accountancy, Agricultural Science, French and German are being either dropped or amalgamated.  With approximately 10% of schools losing a modern language and 8% losing a science subject it is clear these cuts are going to have a negative impact on any future recovery.
The moratorium on filling middle management posts in schools.

Increases in school transport and the abolition of the school book scheme in non-DEIS schools.

It is estimated that the additional burden arising from the cutbacks could be as much as €1,000 per child in second level education.

Special Needs is an area which has also been hit.  Since our schools have a non selective enrolment policy, the cutting of special needs assistants will impact greatly on our students.  The fear here is of early school leaving and if we look at an OECD report, the statistic shows that over 90% of inmates in our prisons are early school leavers.

All the above items were discussed and on the School Book Scheme, one of the areas suggested by PACCS that would alleviate this for parents would be the introduction of a book loan scheme.  This entails seed capital to start but it also entails a vast volume of work over the summer period for parents and teachers involved.  
Rouiri Quinn suggested that there might be a role for the libraries in this and this was generally agreed. He also offered help where possible.

It was also agreed that both parties should meet on a more regular basis.

The meeting concluded.

