Report of meeting with Paul Gogarty, T.D. Education Spokesperson, Green Party in Dail Eireann on Wednesday, 3rd February, 2010 at 12.00 noon.
Tommy Walshe, President, Grace Mooney, Vice President and Connie Carolan attended the meeting.

Since this was an information sharing meeting, there was no specific agenda submitted by either side.

Tommy Walshe, on behalf of PACCS thanked Mr.Gogarty for the meeting and for his work on the pupil/teacher ratio.  This, he said is appreciated.

Mr. Gogarty welcomed PACCS and outlined his work to-date and the difficulties in keeping the cutbacks to a minimum while taking into account the difficulties the financial constraints are having on all departments.

The issue of middle management in schools not being replaced and the difficulties this was causing was highlighted.

The area of Special Needs and the cutbacks here was also of concern to PACCS.  Taking into account our non-selective intake and the supports needed to keep students at school, Special Needs Assistants were an integral part of this. Mr. Gogarty would make the point that in some schools they were not been used to the best advantage.
In response to a question from Mr. Gogarty, PACCS explained briefly the make up of the Association, the numbers of parents represented and the criteria for parents to become involved at local, Regional and National level, its position within the Education partners, the funding structures and its position within NPCpp. The funding required to provide a basic service for parents was also discussed.
The cutbacks and how they are impacting on Non DEIS schools with regard to the Book Scheme, the increase in transport costs, together with the overall effects of the last two budgets were also discussed.

While training is being offered by PACCS at Regional level, this again is being done on a voluntary basis and cannot reach all parents. This leaves a void in the information that parents need to access the services their children may require.  Grace raised the issue of readers for students at mock examination level and the difficulty being experienced by some parents.  And here again, this is due to lack of information on how to access the services they are entitled to receive.
Both Mr. Gogarty and PACCS felt that the meeting was very useful and agreed that such meetings should take place on a regular basis.

The meeting concluded.
