Report of meeting with Brian Hayes, T.D. Education Spokesperson, Fine Gael in Dail Eireann on Wednesday, 3rd February, 2010 at 2.30 p.m.
Tommy Walshe, President, Grace Mooney, Vice President and Connie Carolan attended the meeting.

Since this was an information sharing meeting, there was no specific agenda submitted by either side.

Tommy Walshe, on behalf of PACCS thanked Mr. Hayes for the meeting who in turn welcomed everyone.

Since this was informal and not following an agenda the discussions which followed were wide ranging.

Third Level: This area and how it is funded, who should continue on from post primary level and how graduates should put back funds into the system when they go into employment was an area of discussion. Mr. Hayes would make the point that this was an area which should be explored and that the graduates who had benefited from the system should be repaying part of the costs.

PACCS would feel that not all students wish to continue into third level and may wish to go out to work on completion of their second level education.
Primary Education:  This area, Mr. Hayes felt needs more funding as it is here that problems needed to be met.  If kids fall through the system at this level and leave school unable to read or write, they will have major difficulties to face.
While PACCS would agree in general, they felt that funding was required in all areas.

There was general agreement that it was not just lack of money or resourcing that impact on students to succeed or fail, there were other factors like peer pressure and parental expectations.  However, all of this exposes the inadequacy of the Leaving Certificate as a terminal examination.  As it stands the Leaving Certificate is a test of the academic only and does not take any other factors into account.

Mr. Hayes felt that there was merit in looking at the system in Finland where schools are allowed more freedom in the curriculum and how it is delivered.

He also felt that results should be published as any school that had nothing to hide would have nothing to fear from this.  The way the funding is dispersed at the moment is that all schools get a little bit.  Poor schools need more help.  
The Department of Education and Science, at one level is responsible for everything and at another, is responsible for nothing.

Other areas discussed were language skills or the lack of them, the Whole School 
Evaluation and how this could be more effective; NPCpp and how PACCS fits into this organisation and how parent bodies are funded generally. The situation where parent/teacher meetings are being withdrawn from outside school hours was also discussed.
The meeting concluded.

